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			check a certification
		

				

				
				
			Verify a surgeon's certification status
		

				

				
				
							This website serves as primary source verification of a surgeon’s certification status with The American Board of Surgery. Surgeons may also be certified by other boards of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS). Please check the ABMS Certification Matters website for additional certification statuses. Note that while the ABS website is updated in real time, there may be a delay in updating certification status to the ABMS website.
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			Why should my surgeon be certified?
		

				

				
				
			Board certification demonstrates a surgeon’s commitment to the profession

		

				

				
				
							Surgeons who are certified by the ABS have met a defined standard of education, training and knowledge in the field of surgery. They have completed at least five years of training following medical school, met all ABS training requirements, and successfully completed the ABS examination process.
Board certification by the ABS is a voluntary process that demonstrates a surgeon’s commitment to:
						

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Professionalism
									
	
											
													
										Lifelong learning
									
	
											
													
										Quality patient care
									


				

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

				
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
													

													

				

					

		

				
			
						
						
					
			
						
				
			What is the ABS?
		

				

				
				
			Founded in 1937 to protect the public and enhance the profession

		

				

				
				
							The American Board of Surgery (ABS) is an independent, nonprofit organization founded in 1937 to assess the qualifications of individuals in the field of surgery. The ABS offers primary board certification in surgery (general surgery) and vascular surgery, and secondary certification in several related specialties. Approximately 34,000 surgeons are currently board certified by the ABS.
The ABS is one of 24 member boards of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS). Other ABMS member boards provide board certification in additional surgical specialties, such as plastic surgery and orthopedic surgery.
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			How does a surgeon become board certified?
		

				

				
				
			Board certification by the ABS is a multi-step process

		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
							
									
						
													

					

				
									
						Education and Training					

				
				
							

						

				

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Medical School: Surgeons seeking board certification by the ABS must have graduated from an accredited medical school in the U.S. or Canada or be certified by the ECFMG.
									
	
											
													
										Residency Training: Following medical school, surgeons must complete at least five years of training in a residency program approved by the ACGME or the RCPSC, and if specializing in a specific surgical area, one to two years of fellowship training.
									
	
											
													
										Experience: During their training, they must acquire extensive operative experience and a broad knowledge of disease management.
									


				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
							
									
						
													

					

				
									
						Application for Certification					

				
				
							

						

				

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Application: Upon completion of training, surgeons can apply for board certification by the ABS.
									
	
											
													
										Approval: If the application is approved, the surgeon is admitted to the required ABS exams for certification.
									
	
											
													
										Medical License: All surgeons must hold a U.S. or Canadian medical license before they can considered certified.
									


				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
							
									
						
													

					

				
									
						Examinations for Certification					

				
				
							

						

				

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Written Exam: Surgeons must first pass a lengthy written examination, in most cases known as the Qualifying Examination, which assesses their surgical knowledge.
									
	
											
													
										Oral Exam: For most ABS specialties, surgeons must then pass an oral examination called the Certifying Examination, which tests their surgical judgment and decision making.
									
	
											
													
										Certification: If successful on both examinations, the surgeon is deemed board certified and becomes a diplomate of the ABS.
									


				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
							
									
						
													

					

				
									
						Continuous Certification					

				
				
							

						

				

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Ongoing Requirements: Diplomates must maintain specific requirements to remain certified, including CME and practice improvement.
									
	
											
													
										Assessment: Diplomates must also pass an online assessment every two years to demonstrate their surgical knowledge on a continual basis.
									


				

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
													

													

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Is my surgeon board certified?
		

				

				
				
			Not all surgeons are board certified

		

				

				
				
							Board certification by the ABS recognizes individuals who have met ABS standards in their surgical specialty area. Board certification is different from possessing a medical license, which is the minimum required by law to practice medicine and is not specialty-specific.
Use our “Check a Certification” tool above to find out if your surgeon is certified by the ABS.
						

				

					

		

					

		
				
							

							
					
			
						
				
			Surgeon and Examination Data
		

				

				
				
			The ABS has a wealth of information related to surgeons and their practice areas

		

				

				
				
							A total of approximately 34,000 surgeons, known as diplomates, are currently certified by the ABS. 
ABS receives many data inquiries regarding examination pass rates over the years, residency and fellowship program statistics, and demographic information on our diplomates. We are pleased to be able to share this robust data with the public through our easy-to-use interactive tools.
						

				

				
				
					
			
						
						Certification Data & Statistics
		
					
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
													

													

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Speciality Certifications
		

				

				
				
			The ABS offers board certification in two primary and four secondary specialties

		

				

				
				
							In addition to general and vascular surgery, the ABS also offers board certification in pediatric surgery, surgical critical care, complex general surgical oncology, and hand surgery.
Board certification in these areas requires completion of an accredited training program in the specialty, a full application for certification, and successful completion of a written exam and, for most specialties, an oral exam. Prior certification in general surgery is also required for board certification in all secondary specialties.
						

				

				
				
					
			
						
						
							
						General Surgery
		
					
		

				

				

				
				
					
			
						
						
							
						Vascular Surgery
		
					
		

				

				

				
				
					
			
						
						
							
						Pediatric Surgery
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						Complex General Surgical Onocology
		
					
		

				

				

				
				
					
			
						
						
							
						Hand Surgery
		
					
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
						
					
			
						
				
			Request a Brochure
		

				

				
				
			Diplomates certified in general or vascular surgery may request personalized brochures to display in their office.

		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
							

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			Checking Medical Licensure
		

				

				
				
			A valid, full and unrestricted medical license is a requirement for ABS certification

		

				

				
				
							Diplomates are required to hold a valid, full and unrestricted medical license to practice medicine in the U.S. or Canada. Diplomates must immediately inform the ABS of any conditions or restrictions in force on any active medical license they hold.
If you would like to check the status of a physician’s medical license, please visit the Federation of State Medical Boards website.
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							The American Board of Surgery is an independent, nonprofit organization founded in 1937 to provide board certification to individuals who have met a defined standard of education, training and knowledge in the field of surgery.
© 2003-2022 American Board of Surgery, Inc. All rights reserved.
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