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Below you will find the topics and a selection of key references for the Abdomen Module of the 2021 
General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. References that are available open source are 
indicated with a green star and the entire citation is a link to the open access source. References 
that are not available open access have a link in their PubMed ID to the abstract.  

Diplomates are neither required nor expected to read all of these references before or during the 
completion of the assessment. 

To view all references for the Abdomen module, see this PDF. 

Appendicitis 

• Hayes D, Reiter S, Hagen E, et al. Is interval appendectomy really needed? A closer look at 
neoplasm rates in adult patients undergoing interval appendectomy after complicated 
appendicitis. Surg Endosc. 2021;35(7):3855-3860.  

[PMID: 32676725] 

Cholecystitis 
 Pisano M, Allievi N, Gurusamy K, et al. 2020 World Society of Emergency Surgery updated 

guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of acute calculus cholecystitis. World J Emerg 
Surg. 2020;15(1):61.   
[PMID: 33153472] 

• Park JW, Kim KH, Kim SJ, Lee SK. Xanthogranulomatous cholecystitis: Is an initial laparoscopic 
approach feasible? Surg Endosc. 2017;31(12):5289-5294.  
[PMID: 28593410] 

 Strasberg SM, Pucci MJ, Brunt LM, Deziel DJ. Subtotal cholecystectomy-"fenestrating" vs 
"reconstituting" subtypes and the prevention of bile duct Injury: definition of the optimal 
procedure in difficult operative conditions. J Am Coll Surg. 2016;222(1):89-96.  
[PMID: 26521077] 

 Iranmanesh P, Frossard JL, Mugnier-Konrad B, et al. Initial cholecystectomy vs sequential 
common duct endoscopic assessment and subsequent cholecystectomy for suspected 
gallstone migration: a randomized clinical trial. JAMA. 2014;312(2):137-144.  
[PMID: 25005650] 

Focused Assessment with Sonography for Trauma (F.A.S.T.) 

• Matsushima K, Clark D, Frankel HL. Surgeon Performed Ultrasound in Acute Care Surgery. In: 
Moore EE, Feliciano DV, Mattox KL, eds. Trauma. 8th ed. McGraw-Hill; 2017:321-341. 
Rozycki GS, Ochsner MG, Schmidt JA, et al. A prospective study of surgeon-performed 
ultrasound as the primary adjuvant modality for injured patient assessment. J Trauma. 
1995;39(3):492-500.  

 [PMID: 7473914] 

https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S1072751515016269?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS1072751515016269%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/1886191
https://journals.lww.com/jtrauma/Fulltext/1995/09000/A_Prospective_Study_of_Surgeon_Performed.16.aspx
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Gastric Bypass, Postoperative Complications 
 Dave DM, Clarke KO, Manicone JA, Kopelan AM, Saber AA. Internal hernias in pregnant 

females with Roux-en-Y gastric bypass: a systematic review. Surg Obes Relat Dis. 
2019;15(9):1633-1640.  
[PMID: 31378635] 

Hernias, including Inguinal and Femoral 
 HerniaSurge Group. International guidelines for groin hernia management. Hernia. 

2018;22(1):1-165.  
 [PMID: 29330835] 

 HerniaSurge Group. International guidelines for groin hernia management. Hernia. 
2018;22(1):1-165.  

 [PMID: 29330835] 

Hernias, Ventral 

• Motz BM, Schlosser KA, Heniford BT. Chemical Components Separation: Concepts, Evidence, 
and Outcomes. Plast Reconstr Surg. 2018;142(3 suppl):58S-63S.  

 [PMID: 30138269] 

 Pauli EM, Rosen MJ. Open ventral hernia repair with component separation. Surg Clin North 
Am. 2013;93(5):1111-1133.  
[PMID: 24035078] 

Neoplasms, Benign 
 Bonder A, Afdhal N. Evaluation of liver lesions. Clin Liver Dis. 2012;16(2):271-283.  

[PMID: 22541698] 

Pancreatic Neoplasms 
 Partelli S, Cirocchi R, Crippa S, et al. Systematic review of active surveillance versus surgical 

management of asymptomatic small non-functioning pancreatic neuroscience neoplasms. Br J 
Surg. 2017;104(1):34-41.  

 [PMID: 27706803] 

• Cizginer S, Turner BG, Bilge AR, Karaca C, Pitman MB, Brugge WR. Cyst fluid carcinoembryonic 
antigen is an accurate diagnostic marker of pancreatic mucinous cysts. Pancreas. 
2011;40(7):1024-1028.  
[PMID: 21775920] 

https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S1550728919302825?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS1550728919302825%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S1550728919302825?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS1550728919302825%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S1550728919302825?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS1550728919302825%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5809582/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5809582/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5809582/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5809582/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30138269/
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S0039610913000819?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0039610913000819%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S0039610913000819?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0039610913000819%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S1089326112000190?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS1089326112000190%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://academic.oup.com/bjs/article/104/1/34/6122923
https://academic.oup.com/bjs/article/104/1/34/6122923
https://academic.oup.com/bjs/article/104/1/34/6122923
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21775920/
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• Chicago Consensus Working Group. The Chicago Consensus on peritoneal surface 
malignancies: management of appendiceal neoplasms. Ann Surg Oncol. 2020;27(6):1753-
1760.  
[PMID: 32285275] 

Retroperitoneal Masses 

• Scali EP, Chandler TM, Heffernan EJ, Coyle J, Harris AC, Chang SD. Primary retroperitoneal 
masses: what is the differential diagnosis? Abdom Imaging. 2015;40(6):1887-1903.  
[PMID: 25468494] 

Splenic Injury 
 Coccolini, et al. Splenic trauma: WSES classification and guidelines for adult and pediatric 

patients. World J Emerg Surg. 2017;12:40.  
[PMID: 28828034] 

Suspected Choledocholithiasis 
 ASGE Standards of Practice Committee, Maple JT, Ben-Menachem T, et al. The role of 

endoscopy in the evaluation of suspected choledocholithiasis. Gastrointest Endosc. 
2010;71(1):1-9.  
[PMID: 20105473] 

• Leppäniemi A, Tolonen M, Tarasconi A, et al. Executive summary: WSES Guidelines for the 
management of severe acute pancreatitis. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2020;88(6):888-890.  
[PMID: 32459451] 

Transversus Abdominis Plane Block 
 Tsai HC, Yoshida T, Chuang TY, et al. Transversus abdominis plane block: an updated review of 

anatomy and techniques. Biomed Res Int. 2017;2017:8284363.  
[PMID: 29226150] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32285275/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25468494/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5562999/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5562999/
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S0016510709025504?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0016510709025504%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S0016510709025504?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0016510709025504%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S0016510709025504?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0016510709025504%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32459451/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5684553/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5684553/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5684553/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5684553/
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