
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2023 Breast Module 
for the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither 
required nor expected to read all of these references before or during the completion of 

the assessment. The Key References are marked with a yellow star� below. 

Please note that the American Board of Surgery (ABS) provides as many open-access articles 
to our Candidates as possible. While you are completing your assessment, Key References will 
have a direct link to a full-text article or an article PDF purchased by the ABS in the exam 
platform. Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide links to full-text articles or article PDFs 
on this Reference Document, as it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links on this 
document will take you to the article page on PubMed. We cannot guarantee that all article 
links will be open access on PubMed. To view the full-text Key References prior to 
beginning your assessment, please log into the ABS surgeon portal and find the “My 
Continuous Certification” page. Under the “Assessments” tab, click on “Reference 
Documents”.  
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Atypical Ductal Hyperplasia of the Breast 

• Racz JM, Carter JM, Degnim AC. Lobular neoplasia and atypical ductal hyperplasia on 
core biopsy: current surgical management recommendations. Ann Surg Oncol. 
2017;24(10):2848-2854. doi:10.1245/s10434-017-5978-0 [PMID: 28766203] 

• Rageth CJ, O'Flynn EAM, Pinker K, et al. Second international consensus conference on 
lesions of uncertain malignant potential in the breast (B3 lesions). Breast Cancer Res 
Treat. 2019;174(2):279-296. doi:10.1007/s10549-018-05071-1 [PMID: 30506111] 

• �Schiaffino S, Calabrese M, Melani EF, et al. Upgrade rate of percutaneously 

diagnosed pure atypical ductal hyperplasia: systematic review and meta-analysis of 
6458 lesions. Radiology. 2020;294(1):76-86. doi:10.1148/radiol.2019190748 
[PMID: 31660803] 

Axillary Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy and Lymphadenectomy 

• Donker M, van Tienhoven G, Straver ME, et al. Radiotherapy or surgery of the axilla after 
a positive sentinel node in breast cancer (EORTC 10981-22023 AMAROS): a 
randomised, multicentre, open-label, phase 3 non-inferiority trial. Lancet Oncol. 
2014;15(12):1303-1310. doi:10.1016/S1470-2045(14)70460-7 [PMID: 25439688] 

• �Giuliano AE, Ballman KV, McCall L, et al. Effect of axillary dissection vs no axillary 

dissection on 10-Year overall survival among women with invasive breast cancer and 
sentinel node metastasis: The ACOSOG Z0011 (Alliance) randomized clinical trial. 
JAMA. 2017;318(10):918-926. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.11470 [PMID: 28898379] 

• Grossmith S, Nguyen A, Hu J, et al. Multidisciplinary management of the axilla in 
patients with cT1-T2 N0 breast cancer undergoing primary mastectomy: results from a 
prospective single-institution series. Ann Surg Oncol. 2018;25(12):3527-3534. 
doi:10.1245/s10434-018-6525-3 [PMID: 29868979] 

• Weiss A, Lin H, Babiera GV, et al. Evolution in practice patterns of axillary management 
following mastectomy in patients with 1-2 positive sentinel nodes. Breast Cancer Res 
Treat. 2019;176(2):435-444. doi:10.1007/s10549-019-05243-7 [PMID: 31025270] 

Benign Breast Disease - Galactocele 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28766203/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30506111/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31660803/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25439688/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28898379/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29868979/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31025270/
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• �Mitchell KB, Johnson HM. Management of common complications of lactation: the 

breast surgeon's role in examining the science and debunking old myths. Surg Clin 
North Am. 2022;102(6):973-987. doi:10.1016/j.suc.2022.06.002 [PMID: 36335932] 

Benign Breast Disease - Intraductal Papilloma 

• �Brogi E, Krystel-Whittemore M. Papillary neoplasms of the breast including upgrade 

rates and management of intraductal papilloma without atypia diagnosed at core needle 
biopsy. Mod Pathol. 2021;34(Suppl 1):78-93. doi:10.1038/s41379-020-00706-5 
[PMID: 33106592] 

• Nakhlis F, Ahmadiyeh N, Lester S, Raza S, Lotfi P, Golshan M. Papilloma on core biopsy: 
excision vs. observation. Ann Surg Oncol. 2015;22(5):1479-1482. doi:10.1245/s10434-
014-4091-x [PMID: 25361885] 

Benign Breast Disease - Radial Scar 

• �Trombadori CML, D'Angelo A, Ferrara F, Santoro A, Belli P, Manfredi R. Radial scar: 

a management dilemma. Radiol Med. 2021 Jun;126(6):774-785. doi: 10.1007/s11547-
021-01344-w. [PMID: 33743143] 

Benign Breast Inflammatory Disease - Mastitis and Abscess 

• Angelopoulou A, Field D, Ryan CA, Stanton C, Hill C, Ross RP. The microbiology and 
treatment of human mastitis. Med Microbiol Immunol. 2018;207(2):83-94. 
doi:10.1007/s00430-017-0532-z [PMID: 29350290] 

• �Boakes E, Woods A, Johnson N, Kadoglou N. Breast infection: a review of diagnosis 

and management practices. Eur J Breast Health. 2018;14(3):136-143. 
doi:10.5152/ejbh.2018.3871 [PMID: 30123878] 

• Rimoldi SG, Pileri P, Mazzocco MI, et al. The role of Staphylococcus aureus in mastitis: a 
multidisciplinary working group experience. J Hum Lact. 2020;36(3):503-509. 
doi:10.1177/0890334419876272 [PMID: 31593644] 

Breast Biopsy 

• Bruening W, Fontanarosa J, Tipton K, Treadwell JR, Launders J, Schoelles K. 
Systematic review: comparative effectiveness of core-needle and open surgical biopsy 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36335932/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33106592/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25361885/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33743143/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29350290/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30123878/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31593644/
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to diagnose breast lesions. Ann Intern Med. 2010;152(4):238-246. doi:10.7326/0003-
4819-152-1-201001050-00190 [PMID: 20008742] 

 

• �Dillon MF, Hill AD, Quinn CM, O'Doherty A, McDermott EW, O'Higgins N. The 

accuracy of ultrasound, stereotactic, and clinical core biopsies in the diagnosis of breast 
cancer, with an analysis of false-negative cases. Ann Surg. 2005;242(5):701-707. 
doi:10.1097/01.sla.0000186186.05971.e0 [PMID: 16244544] 

 

• �The American Society of Breast Surgeons. Consensus Guideline on Concordance 

Assessment of Image-Guided Breast Biopsies and Management of Borderline or High-
Risk Lesions. Published November 2, 2016. Accessed March 16, 2023. 
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Consensus-Guideline-on-
Concordance-Assessment-of-Image-Guided-Breast-Biopsies.pdf 
 

• �The American Society of Breast Surgeons. Performance and Practice Guidelines for 

Excisional Breast Biopsy. Published November 25, 2014. Accessed March 16, 2023. 
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Performance-and-Practice-Guidelines-
for-Excisional-Breast-Biopsy.pdf 

 

Breast Cancer - Inflammatory 

• �Dawood S, Merajver SD, Viens P, et al. International expert panel on inflammatory 

breast cancer: consensus statement for standardized diagnosis and treatment. Ann 
Oncol. 2011;22(3):515-523. doi:10.1093/annonc/mdq345 [PMID: 20603440] 

 
• DeSnyder SM, Mittendorf EA, Le-Petross C, et al. Prospective feasibility trial of sentinel 

lymph node biopsy in the setting of inflammatory breast cancer. Clin Breast Cancer. 
2018;18(1):e73-e77. doi:10.1016/j.clbc.2017.06.014 [PMID: 28755879] 

 
Breast Cancer - Invasive Carcinoma 

• �Boughey JC, Suman VJ, Mittendorf EA, et al. Sentinel lymph node surgery after 

neoadjuvant chemotherapy in patients with node-positive breast cancer: the ACOSOG 
Z1071 (Alliance) clinical trial. JAMA. 2013;310(14):1455-1461. 
doi:10.1001/jama.2013.278932 [PMID: 24101169] 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20008742/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16244544/
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Consensus-Guideline-on-Concordance-Assessment-of-Image-Guided-Breast-Biopsies.pdf
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Consensus-Guideline-on-Concordance-Assessment-of-Image-Guided-Breast-Biopsies.pdf
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Performance-and-Practice-Guidelines-for-Excisional-Breast-Biopsy.pdf
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Performance-and-Practice-Guidelines-for-Excisional-Breast-Biopsy.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20603440/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28755879/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24101169/
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• �Ho C, Argáez C. Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy for the Management of Breast Cancer: 

A Review of Guidelines. Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health; 2019. 
[PMID: 31219690] 

 
• Krag DN, Anderson SJ, Julian TB, et al. Sentinel-lymph-node resection compared with 

conventional axillary-lymph-node dissection in clinically node-negative patients with 
breast cancer: overall survival findings from the NSABP B-32 randomised phase 3 trial. 
Lancet Oncol. 2010;11(10):927-933. doi:10.1016/S1470-2045(10)70207-2 
[PMID: 20863759] 

 
• Kuerer HM, Smith BD, Chavez-MacGregor M, et al. DCIS margins and breast 

conservation: MD Anderson Cancer Center multidisciplinary practice guidelines and 
outcomes. J Cancer. 2017;8(14):2653-2662. doi:10.7150/jca.20871 [PMID: 28928852] 

 

• �Pilewskie M, Morrow M. Margins in breast cancer: how much is enough?. Cancer. 

2018;124(7):1335-1341. doi:10.1002/cncr.31221 [PMID: 29338088] 
 

• The American Society of Breast Surgeons. Consensus Statement on Axillary 
Management for Patients with In-situ and Invasive Breast Cancer: A Concise Overview. 
Published 2022. Accessed March 15, 2023. 
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Consensus-Guideline-on-the-
Management-of-the-Axilla-Concise-Overview.pdf 

 

• Wen HY, Brogi E. Lobular carcinoma in situ. Surg Pathol Clin. 2018;11(1):123-145. 
doi:10.1016/j.path.2017.09.009 [PMID: 29413653] 

 

Breast Cancer- Male 

• �Gucalp A, Traina TA, Eisner JR, et al. Male breast cancer: a disease distinct from 

female breast cancer. Breast Cancer Res Treat. 2019;173(1):37-48. 
doi:10.1007/s10549-018-4921-9 [PMID: 30267249] 

 
• Yadav S, Karam D, Bin Riaz I, et al. Male breast cancer in the United States: treatment 

patterns and prognostic factors in the 21st century. Cancer. 2020;126(1):26-36. 
doi:10.1002/cncr.32472 [PMID: 31588557] 

 

Breast Cancer Screening and Risk Reduction 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31219690/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20863759/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28928852/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29338088/
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Consensus-Guideline-on-the-Management-of-the-Axilla-Concise-Overview.pdf
https://www.breastsurgeons.org/docs/statements/Consensus-Guideline-on-the-Management-of-the-Axilla-Concise-Overview.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29413653/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30267249/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31588557/
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• Dullens B, de Putter R, Lambertini M, et al. Cancer surveillance in healthy carriers of 
germline pathogenic cariants in BRCA1/2: a review of secondary prevention guidelines. 
J Oncol. 2020;2020:9873954. doi:10.1155/2020/9873954 [PMID: 32655641] 

 
• Flanagan MR, Zabor EC, Stempel M, Mangino DA, Morrow M, Pilewskie ML. 

Chemoprevention uptake for breast cancer risk reduction varies by risk factor. Ann Surg 
Oncol. 2019;26(7):2127-2135. doi:10.1245/s10434-019-07236-8 [PMID: 30815800] 

 
• Humphrey LL, Helfand M, Chan BK, Woolf SH. Breast cancer screening: a summary of 

the evidence for the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. Ann Intern Med. 2002;137(5 
Part 1):347-360. doi:10.7326/0003-4819-137-5_part_1-200209030-00012 
[PMID: 12204020] 
 

• �NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) for Breast 

Cancer Risk Reduction V.1.2023. © National Comprehensive Cancer Network, Inc. 
2023. All rights reserved. Accessed March 15, 2023. To view the most recent and 
complete version of the guideline, go online to NCCN.org. Requires login to NCCN; 
NCCN accounts are free to create. Please search for the appropriate Guidelines under 
Guidelines > Treatment by Cancer Type/Detection, Prevention, and Risk Reduction. 
 

• �NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) for Breast 

Cancer Screening and Diagnosis V.1.2023. © National Comprehensive Cancer Network, 
Inc. 2023. All rights reserved. Accessed March 16, 2023. To view the most recent and 
complete version of the guideline, go online to NCCN.org. Requires login to NCCN; 
NCCN accounts are free to create. Please search for the appropriate Guidelines under 
Guidelines > Treatment by Cancer Type/Detection, Prevention, and Risk Reduction. 
 

Breast Pain 

• �Cornell LF, Sandhu NP, Pruthi S, Mussallem DM. Current management and 

treatment options for breast pain. Mayo Clin Proc. 2020;95(3):574-580. 
doi:10.1016/j.mayocp.2019.12.014 [PMID: 32138883] 

 

Contralateral Prophylactic Mastectomy 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32655641/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30815800/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12204020/
https://www.nccn.org/
https://www.nccn.org/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32138883/
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• Davies KR, Cantor SB, Brewster AM. Better contralateral breast cancer risk estimation 
and alternative options to contralateral prophylactic mastectomy. Int J Womens Health. 
2015;7:181-187. doi:10.2147/IJWH.S52380 [PMID: 25678823] 
 

• �Scheepens JCC, Veer LV', Esserman L, Belkora J, Mukhtar RA. Contralateral 

prophylactic mastectomy: a narrative review of the evidence and acceptability. Breast. 
2021;56:61-69. doi:10.1016/j.breast.2021.02.003 [PMID: 33621798] 

 

Fibrocystic Breast Disease 

• Malherbe K, Khan M, Fatima S. Fibrocystic breast disease. In: StatPearls. StatPearls 
Publishing; 2022. [PMID: 31869073] 

Phyllodes Tumors 

• Rayzah M. Phyllodes tumors of the breast: a literature review. Cureus. 
2020;12(9):e10288. doi:10.7759/cureus.10288 [PMID: 32923300] 

• �Tan BY, Acs G, Apple SK, et al. Phyllodes tumours of the breast: a consensus review. 

Histopathology. 2016;68(1):5-21. doi:10.1111/his.12876 [PMID: 26768026] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25678823/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33621798/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31869073/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32923300/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26768026/

