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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2024 Alimentary Tract Module for 
the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither required nor expected to 
read all of these references before or during the completion of the assessment. The Key References are 
marked with a yellow star� below. 

Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide full-text links and article PDFs on this reference document, 
as it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links on this document will take you to the journal page on 
PubMed.  

To view full-text articles prior to opening your assessment, please log in to the surgeon portal. Article 
links/PDFs will be freely available on the surgeon portal beginning on August 26, 2024. Additionally, while you 
are completing your assessment on the exam platform, full-text links/PDFs will be available for all Key and 
Additional References. 

Achalasia

● �Ciomperlik H, Dhanani NH, Mohr C, et al. Systematic review of treatment of patients with achalasia:
Heller myotomy, pneumatic dilation, and peroral endoscopic myotomy. J Am Coll Surg.
2023;236(3):523-532. doi:10.1097/XCS.0000000000000484

Anorectal

● �Davids JS, Hawkins AT, Bhama AR, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical
practice guidelines for the management of anal fissures. Dis Colon Rectum. 2023;66(2):190-199.
doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002664

● �Gaertner WB, Burgess PL, Davids JS, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons
clinical practice guidelines for the management of anorectal abscess, fistula-in-ano, and rectovaginal
fistula. Dis Colon Rectum. 2022;65(8):964-985. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002473

● Nelson RL, Thomas K, Morgan J, Jones A. Non surgical therapy for anal fissure. Cochrane Database Syst
Rev. 2012;2012(2):CD003431. doi:10.1002/14651858.CD003431.pub3

Antireflux Surgery

● �Tolboom RC, Broeders IA, Draaisma WA. Robot-assisted laparoscopic hiatal hernia and antireflux
surgery. J Surg Oncol. 2015;112(3):266-270. doi:10.1002/jso.23912
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Appendiceal Neoplasms 

● �Aloysius M, Nikumbh T, Singh A, et al. Cancer-specific survival in non-mucinous appendiceal 
adenocarcinomas after local resection versus right hemicolectomy: a surveillance, epidemiology, and 
end results database study. Surgery. 2023;174(4):759-765. doi:10.1016/j.surg.2023.05.026 

Bariatric Surgery – Complications 

● Hofsø D, Fatima F, Borgeraas H, et al. Gastric bypass versus sleeve gastrectomy in patients with type 2 
diabetes (Oseberg): a single-centre, triple-blind, randomised controlled trial. Lancet Diabetes 
Endocrinol. 2019;7(12):912-924. doi:10.1016/S2213-8587(19)30344-4 

● �Ma IT, Madura JA 2nd. Gastrointestinal complications after bariatric surgery. Gastroenterol Hepatol 
(N Y). 2015;11(8):526-535. 

● �Meek CL, Lewis HB, Reimann F, Gribble FM, Park AJ. The effect of bariatric surgery on 
gastrointestinal and pancreatic peptide hormones. Peptides. 2016;77:28-37. 
doi:10.1016/j.peptides.2015.08.013 

Clostridioides Difficile Colitis 

● Bernard R, Hourigan SK, Nicholson MR. Fecal microbiota transplantation and microbial therapeutics for 
the treatment of Clostridioides difficile infection in pediatric patients. J Pediatric Infect Dis Soc. 
2021;10(3S):58S-63S. doi: 10.1093/jpids/piab056. 

● �Conover KR, Absah I, Ballal S, et al. Fecal microbiota transplantation for Clostridioides difficile 
infection in immunocompromised pediatric patients. J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr. 2023;76(4):440-446. 
doi: 10.1097/MPG.0000000000003714. 

Colonic Volvulus 

● �Alavi K, Poylin V, Davids JS, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical 
practice guidelines for the management of colonic volvulus and acute colonic pseudo-obstruction. Dis 
Colon Rectum. 2021;64(9):1046-1057. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002159 
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Colorectal Cancer – Screening 

● �Gupta S, Lieberman D, Anderson JC, et al. Recommendations for follow-up after colonoscopy and 
polypectomy: a consensus update by the US Multi-Society Task Force on Colorectal Cancer. Am J 
Gastroenterol. 2020;115(3):415-434. doi:10.14309/ajg.0000000000000544 

● �Keswani RN, Crockett SD, Calderwood AH. AGA clinical practice update on strategies to improve 
quality of screening and surveillance colonoscopy: expert review. Gastroenterology. 2021;161(2):701-
711. doi:10.1053/j.gastro.2021.05.041 

● �Rex DK, Boland CR, Dominitz JA, et al. Colorectal cancer screening: recommendations for physicians 
and patients from the U.S. Multi-Society Task Force on Colorectal Cancer. Gastroenterology. 
2017;153(1):307-323. doi:10.1053/j.gastro.2017.05.013 

Crohn’s Disease 

● �Lightner AL, Vogel JD, Carmichael JC, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons 
clinical practice guidelines for the surgical management of Crohn's disease. Dis Colon Rectum. 
2020;63(8):1028-1052. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001716 

Esophageal Caustic Ingestion 

● �Challine A, Maggiori L, Katsahian S, et al. Outcomes associated with caustic ingestion among adults 
in a national prospective database in France. JAMA Surg. 2022;157(2):112-119. 
doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2021.6368 

Esophageal Necrosis 

● �Sachar M, Arguetta E, Gurvits GE. Comprehensive review: acute esophageal necrosis in the setting 
of gastric volvulus. Dig Dis Sci. 2023;68(5):1672-1676. doi:10.1007/s10620-023-07869-6 

Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumors 

● �Keung EZ, Raut CP. Management of gastrointestinal stromal tumors. Surg Clin North Am. 
2017;97(2):437-452. doi:10.1016/j.suc.2016.12.001 

● Nishida T, Goto O, Raut CP, Yahagi N. Diagnostic and treatment strategy for small gastrointestinal 
stromal tumors. Cancer. 2016;122(20):3110-3118. doi:10.1002/cncr.30239 
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Intussusception 

● �Marsicovetere P, Ivatury SJ, White B, Holubar SD. Intestinal intussusception: etiology, diagnosis, and 
treatment. Clin Colon Rectal Surg. 2017;30(1):30-39. doi:10.1055/s-0036-1593429 

Meckel Diverticulum 

● �Blouhos K, Boulas KA, Tsalis K, et al. Meckel's diverticulum in adults: surgical concerns. Front Surg. 
2018;5:55. doi:10.3389/fsurg.2018.00055 

Team Communication and Respect 

● �Appah-Sampong A, Zakrison T, Vela M, Saunders M, Zhang L, Dorsey C. Evaluating the thematic 
nature of microaggression among racial and ethnic minority surgeons. J Am Coll Surg. 2022;235(2):210-
216. doi:10.1097/XCS.0000000000000249 
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