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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2025 Abdomen Module for the
General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither required nor expected to read
all of these references before or during the completion of the assessment. The key references are marked

with a yellow star = below.

Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide full-text links and article PDFs in this reference document, as
it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links in this document will take you to the journal page on
PubMed.

To view full-text articles prior to opening your assessment, please log in to the ABS surgeon portal. Article
links/PDFs will be freely available via the ABS surgeon portal on August 8, 2025. Additionally, while you are
completing your assessment in the exam platform, full-text links/PDFs will be available for all key and

additional references.
Abdomen - Biliary

° Brown ZJ, Baghdadi A, Kamel |, Labiner HE, Hewitt DB, Pawlik TM. Diagnosis and management of
choledochal cysts. HPB (Oxford). 2023;25(1):14-25. doi:10.1016/j.hpb.2022.09.010

° McDermott J, Kao LS, Keeley JA, Nahmias J, de Virgilio C. Management of gallstone pancreatitis: a
review. JAMA Surg. 2024:159(7):818-825. d0i:10.1001/jamasurg.2023.8111

Abdomen - Pancreas

° Palumbo R, Schuster KM. Contemporary management of acute pancreatitis: what you need to
know. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2024:96(1):156-165. doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000004143

° Poylin VY, Shaffer VO, Felder SI, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical
practice guidelines for the management of inherited adenomatous polyposis syndromes. Dis Colon
Rectum. 2024:67(2):213-227. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000003072

° Scott AT, Howe JR. Evaluation and management of neuroendocrine tumors of the pancreas. Surg
Clin North Am. 2019:99(4):793-814. d0i:10.1016/j.suc.2019.04.014

° Working Group IAP/APA Acute Pancreatitis Guidelines. IAP/APA evidence-based guidelines for the

management of acute pancreatitis. Pancreatology. 2013;13(4 Suppl 2):el1-e15.
doi:10.1016/j.pan.2013.07.063
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° Senol SS, Polat C. Timing of laparoscopic cholecystectomy in patients with non-severe biliary
pancreatitis. Prz Gastroenterol. 2022:17(2):110-115. d0i:10.5114/pg.2022.116375

Common Bile Duct Exploration - Laparoscopic

° Halawani HM, Tamim H, Khalifeh F, et al. Outcomes of laparoscopic vs open common bile duct
exploration: analysis of the NSQIP database. J Am Coll Surg. 2017;224(5):833-840.e2.
doi:10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2017.01.062

Diaphragmatic Injury

° McDonald AA, Robinson BRH, Alarcon L, et al. Evaluation and management of traumatic

diaphragmatic injuries: a practice management guideline from the Eastern Association for the Surgery
of Trauma. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2018;85(1):198-207. doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000001924

Gallbladder Polyps

° Yu MH, Kim YJ, Park HS, Jung SI. Benign gallbladder diseases: imaging techniques and tips for
differentiating with malignant gallbladder diseases. World J Gastroenterol. 2020:26(22):2967-2986.
doi:10.3748/wijg.v26.i22.2967

Hepatic Biopsy

° Kaufman CS, Cretcher MR. Transjugular liver biopsy. Tech Vasc Interv Radiol. 2021;24(4):100795.
doi:10.1016/j.tvir.2021.100795

Hepatic Neoplasms - Benign

° Agrawal S, Agarwal S, Arnason T, Saini S, Belghiti J. Management of hepatocellular adenoma: recent
advances. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2015:13(7):1221-1230. doi:10.1016/j.cgh.2014.05.023

e FEuropean Association for the Study of the Liver (EASL). EASL clinical practice guidelines on the
management of benign liver tumours. J Hepatol. 2016;65(2):386-398. doi:10.1016/j.jhep.2016.04.001

Hypersplenism - Secondary and Splenomegaly

e About Epstein-Barr Virus (EBV). U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Published May 9,
2024. Accessed December 3, 2024. About Epstein-Barr Virus (EBV). U.S. Centers for Disease Control
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and Prevention. Published May 9, 2024. Accessed December 3, 2024. https://www.cdc.gov/epstein-
barr/about/index.html

° Toti JMA, Gatti B, Hunjan |, et al. Splenic rupture or infarction associated with Epstein-Barr virus

infectious mononucleosis: a systematic literature review. Swiss Med Wkly. 2023:153:40081.
doi:10.57187/smw.2023.40081

Immune Thrombocytopenic Purpura

° Choi PY, Merriman E, Bennett A, et al. Consensus guidelines for the management of adult immune

thrombocytopenia in Australia and New Zealand [published correction appears in Med J Aust. 2022 Dec
12:;217(11):588. doi: 10.5694/mja2.51753]. Med J Aust. 2022:;216(1):43-52. doi:10.5694/mja2.51284

Intra-abdominal Abscess - Drainage

° Diaz JJ, Ceresoli M, Herron T, Coccolini F. Current management of acute appendicitis in adults: What

you need to know. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. Published online November 5, 2024.
doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000004471

Peritoneal Neoplasms - Pseudomyxoma Peritonei

° Pastier C, De Hingh IHJT, Goéré D. New insights in the management of pseudomyxoma peritonei. J
Surg Oncol. Published online August 29, 2024. doi:10.1002/js0.27842

Segmentectomy/Lobectomy - Open

° Sparrelid E, Olthof PB, Dasari BVM, et al. Current evidence on posthepatectomy liver failure:
comprehensive review. BJS Open. 2022:6(6):zrac142. doi:10.1093/bjsopen/zrac142

Spigelian Hernia

° Hanzalova |, Schafer M, Demartines N, Clerc D. Spigelian hernia: current approaches to surgical
treatment-a review. Hernia. 2022;26(6):1427-1433. d0i:10.1007/s10029-021-02511-8

Splenic Abscesses, Cysts, and Neoplasms
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° Minciuna CE, Tivadar B, llie VC, et al. The place of splenectomy in the therapeutic management of

patients with infective endocarditis and splenic abscess: a single center experience and a literature
review. Surgeon. 2024;22(6):e202-e207. doi:10.1016/j.surge.2024.06.008

Ventral Hernia

° Rosen MJ, Krpata DM, Petro CC, et al. Biologic vs synthetic mesh for single-stage repair of
contaminated ventral hernias: a randomized clinical trial. JAMA Surg. 2022:157(4):293-301.
doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2021.6902
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