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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2025 Alimentary Tract Module for 

the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither required nor expected to 

read all of these references before or during the completion of the assessment. The key references are 

marked with a yellow star  below. 

Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide full-text links and article PDFs in this reference document, as 

it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links in this document will take you to the journal page on 

PubMed.  

To view full-text articles prior to opening your assessment, please log in to the ABS surgeon portal. Article 

links/PDFs will be freely available via the ABS surgeon portal on August 8, 2025. Additionally, while you are 

completing your assessment in the exam platform, full-text links/PDFs will be available for all key and 

additional references. 

Aerodigestive Tract Foreign Bodies 

●  National Capital Poison Center. Poison Control Button Battery Ingestion Triage and Treatment 

Guideline. Poison Control. Updated June 2018. Accessed December 13, 2024. 

https://www.poison.org/battery/guideline 

Anal Cancer 

●  Stewart DB, Gaertner WB, Glasgow SC, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons 

clinical practice guidelines for anal squamous cell cancers (revised 2018). Dis Colon Rectum. 

2018;61(7):755-774. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001114 

Appendiceal Neoplasms 

●  Glasgow SC, Gaertner W, Stewart D, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons, 

clinical practice guidelines for the management of appendiceal neoplasms. Dis Colon Rectum. 

2019;62(12):1425-1438. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001530 

Bronchoalveolar Lavage 

●  Fernando SM, Tran A, Cheng W, et al. Diagnosis of ventilator-associated pneumonia in critically ill 

adult patients-a systematic review and meta-analysis. Intensive Care Med. 2020;46(6):1170-1179. 

doi:10.1007/s00134-020-06036-z  

https://portal.absurgery.org/login?returnUrl=%2Fdashboard
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Colonic Volvulus 

●  Alavi K, Poylin V, Davids JS, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical 

practice guidelines for the management of colonic volvulus and acute colonic pseudo-obstruction. Dis 

Colon Rectum. 2021;64(9):1046-1057. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002159 

Colonoscopy 

●  Rex DK, Anderson JC, Butterly LF, et al. Quality indicators for colonoscopy. Am J Gastroenterol. 

2024;119(9):1754-1780. doi:10.14309/ajg.0000000000002972 

Colostomy Closure 

●  Davis BR, Valente MA, Goldberg JE, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical 

practice guidelines for ostomy surgery. Dis Colon Rectum. 2022;65(10):1173-1190. 

doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002498 

Diverticulitis 

●  Tartaglia D, Cremonini C, Annunziata E, et al. Acute diverticulitis in immunocompromised patients: 

evidence from an international multicenter observational registry (Web-based International Register of 

Emergency Surgery and Trauma, Wires-T). Tech Coloproctol. 2023;27(9):747-757. doi:10.1007/s10151-

023-02758-6 

Esophageal Caustic Ingestion and Foreign Bodies 

●  Challine A, Maggiori L, Katsahian S, et al. Outcomes associated with caustic ingestion among adults 

in a national prospective database in France. JAMA Surg. 2022;157(2):112-119. 

doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2021.6368 

Gastric Adenocarcinoma 

●  Allen CJ, Blumenthaler AN, Das P, et al. Staging laparoscopy and peritoneal cytology in patients with 

early stage gastric adenocarcinoma. World J Surg Oncol. 2020;18(1):39. doi:10.1186/s12957-020-

01813-y 
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Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumors 

●  Hitscherich KJ, Garg M, Petrelli NJ, Bennett JJ. Characteristics of gastrointestinal stromal tumors 

incidentally discovered during abdominal surgery. Am J Surg. 2021;222(5):983-988. 

doi:10.1016/j.amjsurg.2021.04.010 

● Miettinen M, Lasota J. Gastrointestinal stromal tumors: pathology and prognosis at different sites. 

Semin Diagn Pathol. 2006;23(2):70-83. doi:10.1053/j.semdp.2006.09.001 

Ileostomy Closure 

● Elsner AT, Brosi P, Walensi M, et al. Closure of temporary ileostomy 2 versus 12 weeks after rectal 

resection for cancer: a word of caution from a prospective, randomized controlled multicenter trial. Dis 

Colon Rectum. 2021;64(11):1398-1406. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002182 

●  Emile SH, Horesh N, Garoufalia Z, Gefen R, Ray-Offor E, Wexner SD. Outcomes of early versus 

standard closure of diverting ileostomy after proctectomy: meta-analysis and meta-regression analysis 

of randomized controlled trials. Ann Surg. 2024;279(4):613-619. doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000006109 

Internal Hemorrhoids 

●  Alavi K, Thorsen AJ, Fang SH, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical 

practice guidelines for the evaluation and management of chronic constipation. Dis Colon Rectum. 

2024;67(10):1244-1257. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000003430 

Morbid Obesity - Operation 

● Katzka DA, Kahrilas PJ. Advances in the diagnosis and management of gastroesophageal reflux disease. 

BMJ. 2020;371:m3786. doi:10.1136/bmj.m3786 

●  Salminen P, Grönroos S, Helmiö M, et al. Effect of laparoscopic sleeve gastrectomy vs Roux-en-Y 

gastric bypass on weight loss, comorbidities, and reflux at 10 years in adult patients with obesity: the 

SLEEVEPASS randomized clinical trial. JAMA Surg. 2022;157(8):656-666. 

doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2022.2229 

Paraesophageal Hernia - Laparoscopic Repair 
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●  Dreifuss NH, Schlottmann F, Molena D. Management of paraesophageal hernia review of clinical 

studies: timing to surgery, mesh use, fundoplication, gastropexy and other controversies. Dis 

Esophagus. 2020;33(8):doaa045. doi:10.1093/dote/doaa045 

Postgastrectomy Syndromes 

●  Martinino A, Bhandari M, Abouelazayem M, Abdellatif A, Koshy RM, Mahawar K. Perforated 

marginal ulcer after gastric bypass for obesity: a systematic review. Surg Obes Relat Dis. 

2022;18(9):1168-1175. doi:10.1016/j.soard.2022.05.024 

Rectal Cancer 

●  van der Kruijssen DEW, Elias SG, van de Ven PM, et al. Upfront resection versus no resection of the 

primary tumor in patients with synchronous metastatic colorectal cancer: the randomized phase III 

CAIRO4 study conducted by the Dutch Colorectal Cancer Group and the Danish Colorectal Cancer 

Group. Ann Oncol. 2024;35(9):769-779. doi:10.1016/j.annonc.2024.06.001 

Rectal Prolapse - Repair 

●  Bordeianou L, Paquette I, Johnson E, et al. Clinical practice guidelines for the treatment of rectal 

prolapse. Dis Colon Rectum. 2017;60(11):1121-1131. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000000889 

Small Intestinal Obstruction 

●  Li R, Quintana MT, Lee J, Sarani B, Kartiko S. Timing to surgery in elderly patients with small bowel 

obstruction: an insight on frailty. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2024;97(4):623-630. 

doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000004410 
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