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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2025 Comprehensive General 

Surgery Module for the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither 

required nor expected to read all of these references before or during the completion of the assessment. 

The key references are marked with a yellow star  below. 

Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide full-text links and article PDFs in this reference document, as 

it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links in this document will take you to the journal page on 

PubMed.  

To view full-text articles prior to opening your assessment, please log in to the ABS surgeon portal. Article 

links/PDFs will be freely available via the ABS surgeon portal on August 8, 2025. Additionally, while you are 

completing your assessment in the exam platform, full-text links/PDFs will be available for all key and 

additional references. 

Adrenal Mass - Incidental 

●  Farrugia FA, Charalampopoulos A. Pheochromocytoma. Endocr Regul. 2019;53(3):191-212. doi: 

10.2478/enr-2019-0020. 

● Naranjo J, Dodd S, Martin YN. Perioperative management of pheochromocytoma. J Cardiothorac Vasc 

Anesth. 2017;31(4):1427-1439. doi: 10.1053/j.jvca.2017.02.023. 

Aortic Injury 

●  Brown CVR, de Moya M, Brasel KJ, et al. Blunt thoracic aortic injury: a Western Trauma Association 

critical decisions algorithm. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2023;94(1):113-116. 

doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000003759 

Appendiceal Neoplasms 

●  Lu P, McCarty JC, Fields AC, et al. Risk of appendiceal cancer in patients undergoing appendectomy 

for appendicitis in the era of increasing nonoperative management. J Surg Oncol. 2019;120(3):452-459. 

doi:10.1002/jso.25608 

Brain Death 

https://portal.absurgery.org/login?returnUrl=%2Fdashboard
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31517632/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31517632/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28392094/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28392094/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35999667/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35999667/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35999667/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31270824/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31270824/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31270824/
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●  Greer DM, Kirschen MP, Lewis A, et al. Pediatric and adult brain death/death by neurologic criteria 

consensus guideline: report of the AAN guidelines subcommittee, AAP, CNS, and SCCM. Neurology. 

2023:10.1212/WNL.0000000000207740. doi: 10.1212/WNL.0000000000207740. 

Cholecystitis - Acalculous 

●  Kartik A, Jorge IA, Webb C, Lim ES, Chang YH, Madura J. Defining biliary hyperkinesia and the role of 

cholecystectomy. J Am Coll Surg. 2023;237(5):706-710. doi:10.1097/XCS.0000000000000793 

Chylothorax 

●  Agrawal A, Chaddha U, Kaul V, Desai A, Gillaspie E, Maldonado F. Multidisciplinary management of 

chylothorax. Chest. 2022;162(6):1402-1412. doi:10.1016/j.chest.2022.06.012 

Constipation - Functional 

● Rangan V. Taking a load off diagnosing constipation: utility of the plain film. Dig Dis Sci. 

2019;64(12):3369-3371. doi:10.1007/s10620-019-05878-y 

●  Wald A. Constipation: advances in diagnosis and treatment. JAMA. 2016;315(2):185-191. 

doi:10.1001/jama.2015.16994 

Enterocutaneous Fistula  

●  Heimroth J, Chen E, Sutton E. Management approaches for enterocutaneous fistulas. Am Surg. 

2018;84(3):326-333. 

Esophageal Varices  

●  Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi S, Mendoza Ladd A. Endoscopic treatment of esophageal varices. Clin Liver 

Dis. 2022;26(1):21-37. doi:10.1016/j.cld.2021.08.003 

Esophagogastroduodenoscopy  

●  Saltiel J, Molinsky R, Lebwohl B. Predictors of outcomes in endoscopies for foreign body ingestion: a 

cross-sectional study. Dig Dis Sci. 2020;65(9):2637-2643. doi:10.1007/s10620-019-06033-3 

Gynecology and Obstetrics  

https://www.neurology.org/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000207740
https://www.neurology.org/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000207740
https://www.neurology.org/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000207740
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37366537/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37366537/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35738344/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35738344/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31598922/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31598922/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26757467/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26757467/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29559044/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29559044/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34802661/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34802661/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31907772/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31907772/
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●  Bollig KJ, Friedlander H, Schust DJ. Ectopic pregnancy and lifesaving care. JAMA. 2023;329(23):2086-

2087. doi:10.1001/jama.2023.7292 

Head and Neck  

●  Foran SJ, Taran S, Singh JM, Kutsogiannis DJ, McCredie V. Timing of tracheostomy in acute traumatic 

spinal cord injury: a systematic review and meta-analysis. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2022;92(1):223-

231. doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000003394 

●  Kim DY, Biffl W, Bokhari F, et al. Evaluation and management of blunt cerebrovascular injury: a 

practice management guideline from the Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma [published 

correction appears in J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2020 Aug;89(2):420. doi: 

10.1097/TA.0000000000002828]. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2020;88(6):875-887. 

doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000002668 

Hepatic Neoplasms - Malignant  

●  Brown ZJ, Tsilimigras DI, Ruff SM, et al. Management of hepatocellular carcinoma: a review. JAMA 

Surg. 2023;158(4):410-420. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2022.7989 

Hyperthyroidism  

●  Lee SY, Pearce EN. Hyperthyroidism: a review. JAMA. 2023;330(15):1472-1483. 

doi:10.1001/jama.2023.19052 

Nutritional Support - Long-Term  

●  Kudiarasu C, Lopez P, Galvão DA, et al. What are the most effective exercise, physical activity and 

dietary interventions to improve body composition in women diagnosed with or at high-risk of breast 

cancer? a systematic review and network meta-analysis. Cancer. 2023;129(23):3697-3712. doi: 

10.1002/cncr.35043. 

Pancreatic Pseudocyst  

● Mederos MA, Reber HA, Girgis MD. Acute pancreatitis: a review. JAMA. 2021;325(4):382-390. doi: 

10.1001/jama.2020.20317. 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37261808/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37261808/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34508010/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34508010/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34508010/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32176167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32176167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32176167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32176167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32176167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36790767/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36790767/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37847271/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37847271/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37788151/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37788151/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37788151/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37788151/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33496779/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33496779/
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●  Ramsey ML, Conwell DL, Hart PA. Complications of chronic pancreatitis. Dig Dis Sci. 

2017;62(7):1745-1750. doi: 10.1007/s10620-017-4518-x.  

Rectal Prolapse 

●  Bordeianou L, Paquette I, Johnson E, et al. Clinical practice guidelines for the treatment of rectal 

prolapse. Dis Colon Rectum. 2017;60(11):1121-1131. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000000889 

Soft Tissue Sarcomas 

●  Blair AB, Reames BN, Singh J, et al. Resection of retroperitoneal sarcoma en-bloc with inferior vena 

cava: 20 year outcomes of a single institution. J Surg Oncol. 2018;118(1):127-137. 

doi:10.1002/jso.25096 

● MacNeill AJ, Fiore M. Surgical morbidity in retroperitoneal sarcoma resection. J Surg Oncol. 

2018;117(1):56-61. doi:10.1002/jso.24902 

● Tzanis D, Bouhadiba T, Gaignard E, Bonvalot S. Major vascular resections in retroperitoneal sarcoma. J 

Surg Oncol. 2018;117(1):42-47. doi:10.1002/jso.24920 

Thyroglossal Duct Cyst  

●  Arredondo Montero J, Bronte Anaut M, Antona G, Pascual CB. Thyroglossal duct cyst: ascension 

with swallowing. J Pediatr. 2021;238:330-331. doi:10.1016/j.jpeds.2021.07.004 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28281169/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28281169/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28991074/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28991074/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29878363/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29878363/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29878363/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29314041/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29314041/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29194630/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29194630/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34245769/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34245769/

