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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2025 Pediatric Surgery Continuous 

Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither required nor expected to read all of these references 

before or during the completion of the assessment. The key references are marked with a yellow star  

below. 

Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide full-text links and article PDFs in this reference document, as 

it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links in this document will take you to the journal page on 

PubMed.  

To view full-text articles prior to opening your assessment, please log in to the ABS surgeon portal. Article 

links/PDFs will be freely available via the ABS surgeon portal on August 8, 2025. Additionally, while you are 

completing your assessment in the exam platform, full-text links/PDFs will be available for all key and 

additional references. 

Appendicitis 

●  Cramm SL, Graham DA, Blakely ML, et al. Postoperative antibiotics, outcomes, and resource use in 

children with gangrenous appendicitis. JAMA Surg. 2024;159(5):511-517. 

doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2023.7754 

Cloaca 

● Chalmers DJ, Rove KO, Wiedel CA, Tong S, Siparsky GL, Wilcox DT. Clean intermittent catheterization as 

an initial management strategy provides for adequate preservation of renal function in newborns with 

persistent cloaca. J Pediatr Urol. 2015;11(4):211.e1-211.e2114. doi:10.1016/j.jpurol.2015.05.014 

● Pathak M, Saxena AK. Laparoscopic management of common cloaca: current status. J Pediatr Urol. 

2022;18(2):142-149. doi:10.1016/j.jpurol.2021.12.014 

●  Skerritt C, Wood RJ, Jayanthi VR, et al. Does a standardized operative approach in cloacal 

reconstruction allow for preservation of a patent urethra?. J Pediatr Surg. 2021;56(12):2295-2298. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2021.01.011 

●  Wood RJ, Reck-Burneo CA, Levitt MA. Cloacal malformations: technical aspects of the 

reconstruction and factors which predict surgical complexity. Front Pediatr. 2019;7:240. 

doi:10.3389/fped.2019.00240 
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Congenital Airway Malformations 

●  Demir OF, Hangul M, Kose M. Congenital lobar emphysema: diagnosis and treatment options. Int J 

Chron Obstruct Pulmon Dis. 2019;14:921-928. doi:10.2147/COPD.S170581 

Current Applications of AI in PGS 

●  Elahmedi M, Sawhney R, Guadagno E, Botelho F, Poenaru D. The state of artificial intelligence in 

pediatric surgery: a systematic review. J Pediatr Surg. 2024;59(5):774-782. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2024.01.044 

ERAS in Pediatric Colon Surgery 

●  Karimian N, Kaneva P, Donatelli F, et al. Simple versus complex preoperative carbohydrate drink to 

preserve perioperative insulin sensitivity in laparoscopic colectomy: a randomized controlled trial. Ann 

Surg. 2020;271(5):819-826. doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000003488 

● Purcell LN, Marulanda K, Egberg M, et al. An enhanced recovery after surgery pathway in pediatric 

colorectal surgery improves patient outcomes. J Pediatr Surg. 2021;56(1):115-120. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2020.09.028 

Ergonomics 

● Bellini MI, Amabile MI, Saullo P, et al. A woman's place Is in theatre, but are theatres designed with 

women in mind? a systematic review of ergonomics for women in surgery. J Clin Med. 

2022;11(12):3496. doi:10.3390/jcm11123496 

●  Meltzer AJ, Hallbeck MS, Morrow MM, et al. Measuring ergonomic risk in operating surgeons by 

using wearable technology. JAMA Surg. 2020;155(5):444-446. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2019.6384 

Esophageal Atresia/Tracheoesophageal Fistula 

● Davis SE, Davis C, Patel N, Kubba H, Clement WA. Long-term airway outcomes and interventions in 

children with oesophageal atresia with tracheoesophageal fistula: a 20-year single centre observational 

study. J Pediatr Surg. 2024;59(6):1066-1071. doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2024.02.005 

●  Krishnan U, Mousa H, Dall'Oglio L, et al. ESPGHAN-NASPGHAN guidelines for the evaluation and 

treatment of gastrointestinal and nutritional complications in children with esophageal atresia-
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tracheoesophageal fistula. J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr. 2016;63(5):550-570. 

doi:10.1097/MPG.0000000000001401 

Extracorporeal Life Support 

● Cairo SB, Arbuthnot M, Boomer L, et al. Comparing percutaneous to open access for extracorporeal 

membrane oxygenation in pediatric respiratory failure. Pediatr Crit Care Med. 2018;19(10):981-991. 

doi:10.1097/PCC.0000000000001691 

● Hossain MS, Khan FA, Cass DL, Robertson JO. Discontinuation of the OriGen® dual-lumen right atrial 

cannula decreased venovenous ECMO usage in neonates and older children: a survey of the American 

Pediatric Surgical Association. J Pediatr Surg. 2023;58(6):1185-1190. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2023.02.021 

●  Lillie J, Pienaar A, Budd J, et al. Multisite veno-venous cannulation for neonates and nonambulatory 

children. Pediatr Crit Care Med. 2021;22(8):692-700. doi:10.1097/PCC.0000000000002753 

● Moscatelli A, Febbo F, Buratti S, et al. Intensivists performed percutaneous bicaval double-lumen echo-

guided extracorporeal membrane oxygenation cannulation at bedside in newborns and children: a 

retrospective analysis. Pediatr Crit Care Med. 2019;20(6):551-559. 

doi:10.1097/PCC.0000000000001918 

Foreign Body Ingestion 

● Caré W, Dufayet L, Paret N, et al. Bowel obstruction following ingestion of superabsorbent polymers 

beads: literature review. Clin Toxicol (Phila). 2022;60(2):159-167. doi:10.1080/15563650.2021.1987452 

●  Govindarajan KK, Arasappan M. Intestinal obstruction due to super absorbent polymer bead 

ingestion in children. J Coll Physicians Surg Pak. 2023;33(2):232-233. doi:10.29271/jcpsp.2023.02.232 

Genitourinary  

●  Godley SP, Sturm RM, Durbin-Johnson B, Kurzrock EA. Meatal stenosis: a retrospective analysis of 

over 4000 patients. J Pediatr Urol. 2015;11(1):38.e1-38.e386. doi:10.1016/j.jpurol.2014.09.006 

● Morris BJ, Krieger JN. Does circumcision increase meatal stenosis risk?-a systematic review and meta-

analysis. Urology. 2017;110:16-26. doi:10.1016/j.urology.2017.07.027 
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Gynecomastia 

● McNamara CT, Nuzzi LC, Firriolo JM, et al. Complications and quality of life following gynecomastia 

correction in adolescents and young men. Plast Reconstr Surg. 2022;149(6):1062e-1070e. 

doi:10.1097/PRS.0000000000009089 

●  Metwalley KA, Farghaly HS. Gynecomastia in adolescent males: current understanding of its 

etiology, pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment. Ann Pediatr Endocrinol Metab. 2024;29(2):75-81. 

doi: 10.6065/apem.2346142.071. 

Health Equity and Disparities 

● Andrews A, Franklin L, Rush N, Witts R, Blanco D, Pall H. Age, sex, health insurance, and race associated 

with increased rate of emergent pediatric gastrointestinal procedures. J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr. 

2017;64(6):907-910. doi:10.1097/MPG.0000000000001377 

●  de Jager E, Levine AA, Udyavar NR, et al. Disparities in surgical access: a systematic literature 

review, conceptual model, and evidence map. J Am Coll Surg. 2019;228(3):276-298. 

doi:10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2018.12.028 

● Javalkar K, Nazareth M, Diaz-Gonzalez de Ferris ME. Trends and disparities in health care transition 

preparation from 2016 to 2019: findings from the US National Survey of Children's Health. J Pediatr. 

2022;247:95-101. doi:10.1016/j.jpeds.2022.05.027 

● Taylor LA, Udeagbala O, Biggs A, Lekas HM, Ray K. Should a healthcare system facilitate racially 

concordant care for black patients?. Pediatrics. 2021;148(4):e2021051113. doi:10.1542/peds.2021-

051113 

● Uduwana S, Nemerofsky S. Umbilical cord management - the first opportunity to improve healthcare 

disparities. Semin Perinatol. 2023;47(5):151785. doi:10.1016/j.semperi.2023.151785 

Infantile Perianal Fistula  

●  Yin W, Li Y, Zhang J, et al. Natural course of perianal abscess in infants: a real-world study. Sci Rep. 

2023;13(1):18416. doi:10.1038/s41598-023-45751-7 
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Infectious Disease 

● Guo Q, Goldenberg JZ, Humphrey C, El Dib R, Johnston BC. Probiotics for the prevention of pediatric 

antibiotic-associated diarrhea. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2019;4(4):CD004827. 

doi:10.1002/14651858.CD004827.pub5 

●  Shirley DA, Tornel W, Warren CA, Moonah S. Clostridioides difficile infection in children: recent 

updates on epidemiology, diagnosis, therapy. Pediatrics. 2023;152(3):e2023062307. 

doi:10.1542/peds.2023-062307 

Inguinal Hernia 

●  HIP Trial Investigators, Blakely ML, Krzyzaniak A, et al. Effect of early vs late inguinal hernia repair 

on serious adverse event rates in preterm infants: a randomized clinical trial. JAMA. 

2024;331(12):1035-1044. doi:10.1001/jama.2024.2302 

Innovation 

●  Schwartz JA. Innovation in pediatric surgery: the surgical innovation continuum and the ETHICAL 

model. J Pediatr Surg. 2014;49(4):639-645. doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2013.12.016 

Intestinal Failure 

● Gigola F, Cianci MC, Cirocchi R, et al. Use of teduglutide in children with intestinal failure: a systematic 

review. Front Nutr. 2022;9:866518. doi:10.3389/fnut.2022.866518 

●  Wales PW, Hill S, Robinson I, et al. Long-term teduglutide associated with improved response in 

pediatric short bowel syndrome-associated intestinal failure. J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr. 

2024;79(2):290-300. doi:10.1002/jpn3.12276 

Lymphadenopathy 

●  Grant CN, Aldrink J, Lautz TB, et al. Lymphadenopathy in children: a streamlined approach for the 

surgeon - a report from the APSA Cancer Committee. J Pediatr Surg. 2021;56(2):274-281. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2020.09.058 
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● Nofi CP, Roberts BK, Kallis MP, Koo D, Glick RD, Rich BS. Management of persistent low-suspicion 

cervical lymphadenopathy in pediatric patients. J Surg Res. 2024;298:71-80. 

doi:10.1016/j.jss.2024.03.005 

Lymphatic Malformations 

●  Ozeki M, Endo S, Yasue S, et al. Sirolimus treatment for intractable lymphatic anomalies: an open-

label, single-arm, multicenter, prospective trial. Front Med (Lausanne). 2024;11:1335469. 

doi:10.3389/fmed.2024.1335469 

Neuroblastoma 

●  Schwab ME, Braun HJ, Padilla BE. Imaging modalities and management of prenatally diagnosed 

suprarenal masses: an updated literature review and the experience at a high volume fetal treatment 

center. J Matern Fetal Neonatal Med. 2022;35(2):308-315. doi:10.1080/14767058.2020.1716719 

Pectus Excavatum 

●  DiFiore JW, Robertson JO, Sung W. Sensory recovery following intercostal nerve cryoablation for 

the Nuss procedure. J Pediatr Surg. 2025;60(1):161904. doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2024.161904 

● Eldredge RS, Ochoa B, Khoury E, et al. Long-term sensory function 3 years after minimally invasive 

repair of pectus excavatum with cryoablation. J Pediatr Surg. 2024;59(3):379-384. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2023.10.058 

● Perez MN, Ferrantella A, Johnson KN, Goldstein SD. Intercostal spinal nerve cryoablation for analgesia 

following pectus excavatum repair. Semin Pediatr Surg. 2024;33(1):151382. 

doi:10.1016/j.sempedsurg.2024.151382 

●  Talsma J, Kusakavitch M, Lee D, et al. Forgotten branch of the intercostal nerve: implication for 

cryoablation nerve block for pectus excavatum repair. J Pediatr Surg. 2023;58(12):2435-2440. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2023.05.006 

Pediatric Anesthesia 

●  Hafeman M, Greenspan S, Rakhamimova E, Jin Z, Moore RP, Al Bizri E. Caudal block vs. transversus 

abdominis plane block for pediatric surgery: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Front Pediatr. 

2023;11:1173700. doi:10.3389/fped.2023.1173700 
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● Tsai HC, Yoshida T, Chuang TY, et al. Transversus abdominis plane block: an updated review of anatomy 

and techniques. Biomed Res Int. 2017;2017:8284363. doi:10.1155/2017/8284363 

●  Yang CJ, Cheng PL, Huang YJ, Huang FH. Laryngeal mask airway as an appropriate option in pediatric 

laparoscopic inguinal hernia repair: a systematic review and meta-analysis. J Pediatr Surg. 

2024;59(4):660-666. doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2023.11.024 

Pediatric Thoracic Disease 

●  Dougherty D, Meyer KM, Thompson AR, Speck KE. Pediatric pneumomediastinum: symptom-based 
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