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Below you will find the topics and references for the Alimentary Tract module for the 2026 General Surgery 

Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are not expected or required to read all of these references 

before or during the assessment. Key References are marked with a yellow star  . 

Due to permission limitations, we can only provide direct full-text links for articles that are already open 

access; all other links will direct to PubMed. 

To view full-text articles for all references before starting your assessment, please log in to the surgeon portal, 

where links and PDFs will be freely available beginning August 8, 2026. Additionally, full-text links and PDFs for 

all Key and Additional References will be available directly within the exam platform while you take your 

assessment. 

Anal Fissure 

•  Tsikitis VL, Marecik S. Anal Fissure and Anal Stenosis. In: Steele SR, Hull, TL, Hyman N, Maykel JA, 

Read TE, Whitlow CB, eds. The ASCRS Textbook of Colon and Rectal Surgery. 4th ed. 2022:231-248.  

• Davids JS, Hawkins AT, Bhama AR, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical 

practice guidelines for the management of anal fissures. Dis Colon Rectum. 2023;66(2):190-199. 

doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002664 

Appendiceal Neoplasms 

•  Ibrahim E, Akrmah M, Ligato S. Does a positive appendiceal resection margin in low-grade 

appendiceal mucinous neoplasms, warrant additional surgery? Our institution experience and literature 

review. Ann Surg Oncol. 2023;30(12):7189-7195. doi:10.1245/s10434-023-13930-5 

• Management of Appendiceal Neoplasms (2025). ASCRS Toolkit - FREE Resources. 2025. 

https://www.ascrsu.com/ascrs/view/ASCRS-

Toolkit/2851107/4/Management_of_Appendiceal_Neoplasms__2025_. Accessed January 6, 2026 

Colon Cancer 

•  Hu H, Zhang J, Li Y, et al. Neoadjuvant chemotherapy with oxaliplatin and fluoropyrimidine versus 

upfront surgery for locally advanced colon cancer: the randomized, phase III OPTICAL trial. J Clin Oncol. 

2024;42(25):2978-2988. doi:10.1200/JCO.23.01889 

•  Negro S, Pulvirenti A, Trento C, et al. Circulating tumor DNA as a real-time biomarker for minimal 

residual disease and recurrence prediction in stage II colorectal cancer: a systematic review and meta-

analysis. Int J Mol Sci. 2025;26(6):2486. doi:10.3390/ijms26062486 
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• Cercek A, Lumish M, Sinopoli J, et al. PD-1 Blockade in mismatch repair-deficient, locally advanced 

rectal cancer. N Engl J Med. 2022;386(25):2363-2376. doi:10.1056/NEJMoa2201445 

• Morton D, Seymour M, Magill L, et al. Preoperative chemotherapy for operable colon cancer: mature 

results of an international randomized controlled trial. J Clin Oncol. 2023;41(8):1541-1552. 

doi:10.1200/JCO.22.00046 

• Mulet-Margalef N, Linares J, Badia-Ramentol J, et al. Challenges and therapeutic opportunities in the 

dMMR/MSI-H colorectal cancer landscape. Cancers (Basel). 2023;15(4):1022. 

doi:10.3390/cancers15041022 

• Nakamura Y, Watanabe J, Akazawa N, et al. ctDNA-based molecular residual disease and survival in 

resectable colorectal cancer. Nat Med. 2024;30(11):3272-3283. doi:10.1038/s41591-024-03254-6 

Colonic Polyps 

•  Yilmaz S, Gunter RL, Kanters AE, et al. Segmental colectomy in ulcerative colitis. Dis Colon Rectum. 

2024;67(8):1048-1055. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000003311 

• Surgical Management of Ulcerative Colitis (2021). ASCRS Toolkit - FREE Resources. 2025. Accessed June 

12, 2026. https://www.ascrsu.com/ascrs/view/ASCRS-

Toolkit/2851065/all/Surgical_Management_of_Ulcerative_Colitis__2021_ 

Colonoscopy 

•  Leung LJ, Lee JK, Merchant SA, Jensen CD, Alam A, Corley DA. Post-colonoscopy colorectal cancer 

etiologies in a large integrated US health care setting. Gastroenterology. 2023;164(3):470-472.e3. 

doi:10.1053/j.gastro.2022.11.031 

•  Steinbrück I, Pohl J, Grothaus J, et al. Characteristics and endoscopic treatment of interventional and 

non-interventional iatrogenic colorectal perforations in centers with high endoscopic expertise: a 

retrospective multicenter study. Surg Endosc. 2023;37(6):4370-4380. doi:10.1007/s00464-023-09920-z 

• Anderson R, Burr NE, Valori R. Causes of post-colonoscopy colorectal cancers based on world 

endoscopy organization system of analysis. Gastroenterology. 2020;158(5):1287-1299.e2. 

doi:10.1053/j.gastro.2019.12.031 

Esophageal Neoplasms – Malignant 

•  Molena D, Sewell M, Maron SB, et al. The 2025 American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS) 

expert consensus document: surgical management of esophageal and gastroesophageal junction 

cancer. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2025;170(3):884-901.e3. doi:10.1016/j.jtcvs.2025.04.009 
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Esophagogastroduodenoscopy 

•  Shaheen NJ, Falk GW, Iyer PG, et al. Diagnosis and management of Barrett's esophagus: an updated 

ACG guideline. Am J Gastroenterol. 2022;117(4):559-587. doi:10.14309/ajg.0000000000001680 

Gastroesophageal Reflux/Barrett Esophagus 

•  Muthusamy VR, Wani S, Gyawali CP, Komanduri S; CGIT Barrett’s Esophagus Consensus Conference 

Participants. AGA clinical practice update on new technology and innovation for surveillance and 

screening in Barrett's esophagus: expert review. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2022;20(12):2696-2706.e1. 

doi:10.1016/j.cgh.2022.06.003 

• ASGE STANDARDS OF PRACTICE COMMITTEE, Qumseya B, Sultan S, et al. ASGE guideline on screening 

and surveillance of Barrett's esophagus. Gastrointest Endosc. 2019;90(3):335-359.e2. 

doi:10.1016/j.gie.2019.05.012 

Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumors (GIST) and Miscellaneous Neoplasms 

•  Sok C, Ajay PS, Tsagkalidis V, Kooby DA, Shah MM. Management of gastric neuroendocrine tumors: a 

review. Ann Surg Oncol. 2024;31(3):1509-1518. doi:10.1245/s10434-023-14712-9 

Incontinence/Constipation – Operation 

•  Braschi C, Salzman GA, Russell MM. Association of frailty with post-operative outcomes of older 

adults undergoing elective ostomy reversal. Am Surg. 2024;90(1):75-84. 

doi:10.1177/00031348231191240 

Paraesophageal Hernia - Laparoscopic Repair 

•  Petro CC, Ellis RC, Maskal SM, et al. Anterior gastropexy for paraesophageal hernia repair: a 

randomized clinical trial. JAMA Surg. 2025;160(3):247-255. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2024.5788 

• Hanna NM, Kumar SS, Collings AT, et al. Management of symptomatic, asymptomatic, and recurrent 

hiatal hernia: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Surg Endosc. 2024;38(6):2917-2938. 

doi:10.1007/s00464-024-10816-9 

• Nguyen NT, Thosani NC, Canto MI, et al. The American Foregut Society white paper on the endoscopic 

classification of esophagogastric junction integrity. Foregut. 2022;2(4):339-348. 

doi:10.1177/26345161221126961 
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https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10203866/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31439127/
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38630179/
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/26345161221126961?__cf_chl_f_tk=2RQFS71bdXSsENgeWA7jN0iZ5CKrDZE4Kk5630bLfvM-1782849697-1.0.1.1-H5SkPk65V8UEpSQ7wwOA6hAXPdLM67S9EyhdzSLTr1I
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• Petric J, Bright T, Liu DS, Wee Yun M, Watson DI. Sutured versus mesh-augmented hiatus hernia repair: 

a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials. Ann Surg. 2022;275(1):e45-e51. 

doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000004902 

Postgastrectomy Syndromes 

•  Oviedo RJ, Altieri MS, Aylward L, et al. Diagnosis and treatment options for chronic abdominal pain 

after Roux-en-Y gastric bypass. Surg Obes Relat Dis. Published online November 25, 2025. 

doi:10.1016/j.soard.2025.11.019 

Radiation Enteritis 

•  Loge L, Florescu C, Alves A, Menahem B. Radiation enteritis: diagnostic and therapeutic issues. J Visc 

Surg. 2020;157(6):475-485. doi:10.1016/j.jviscsurg.2020.08.012 

Rectal Cancer 

•  Garcia-Aguilar J, Patil S, Gollub MJ, et al. Organ preservation in patients with rectal adenocarcinoma 

treated with total neoadjuvant therapy. J Clin Oncol. 2022;40(23):2546-2556. 

doi:10.1200/JCO.22.00032 

•  Sauer R, Becker H, Hohenberger W, et al. Preoperative versus postoperative chemoradiotherapy for 

rectal cancer. N Engl J Med. 2004;351(17):1731-1740. doi:10.1056/NEJMoa040694 

• Bahadoer RR, Dijkstra EA, van Etten B, et al. Short-course radiotherapy followed by chemotherapy 

before total mesorectal excision (TME) versus preoperative chemoradiotherapy, TME, and optional 

adjuvant chemotherapy in locally advanced rectal cancer (RAPIDO): a randomised, open-label, phase 3 

trial. Lancet Oncol. 2021;22(1):29-42. doi:10.1016/S1470-2045(20)30555-6 

• Conroy T, Bosset JF, Etienne PL, et al. Neoadjuvant chemotherapy with FOLFIRINOX and preoperative 

chemoradiotherapy for patients with locally advanced rectal cancer (UNICANCER-PRODIGE 23): a 

multicentre, randomised, open-label, phase 3 trial. Lancet Oncol. 2021;22(5):702-715. 

doi:10.1016/S1470-2045(21)00079-6 

• Taylor FG, Quirke P, Heald RJ, et al. Preoperative high-resolution magnetic resonance imaging can 

identify good prognosis stage I, II, and III rectal cancer best managed by surgery alone: a prospective, 

multicenter, European study. Ann Surg. 2011;253(4):711-719. doi:10.1097/SLA.0b013e31820b8d52 

• Vogel JD, Felder SI, Bhama AR, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical practice 

guidelines for the management of colon cancer. Dis Colon Rectum. 2022;65(2):148-177. 

doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002323 
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• You YN, Hardiman KM, Bafford A, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical 

practice guidelines for the management of rectal cancer. Dis Colon Rectum. 2020;63(9):1191-1222. 

doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001762 

Rectal Cancer - Transanal Resection 

•  Monson JRT, Hoedema R. Rectal cancer: local excision. In: Steele SR, Hull TL, Hyman N, Maykel JA, 

Read TE, Whitlow CB, eds. The ASCRS Textbook of Colon and Rectal Surgery. 4th ed. Charm: Springer; 

2022:479-489. 

• You YN, Hardiman KM, Bafford A, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons clinical 

practice guidelines for the management of rectal cancer. Dis Colon Rectum. 2020;63(9):1191-1222. 

doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001762 

Small Intestinal Crohn's Disease - Operative Management 

•  Lightner AL, Vogel JD, Carmichael JC, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons 

clinical practice guidelines for the surgical management of Crohn's disease. Dis Colon Rectum. 

2020;63(8):1028-1052. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001716 

Small Intestinal Obstruction 

•  ASGE Standards of Practice Committee, Jue TL, Storm AC, et al. ASGE guideline on the role of 

endoscopy in the management of benign and malignant gastroduodenal obstruction. Gastrointest 

Endosc. 2021;93(2):309-322.e4. doi:10.1016/j.gie.2020.07.063 
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