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2026 Breast Module 
All References 

Below you will find the topics and references for the 2026 Breast Module for the General Surgery Continuous 

Certification Assessment. Diplomates are not expected or required to read all of these references before or 

during the assessment. Key References are marked with a yellow star  . 

Due to permission limitations, we can only provide direct full-text links for articles that are already open 

access; all other links will direct to PubMed. 

To view full-text articles for all references before starting your assessment, please log in to the surgeon portal, 

where links and PDFs will be freely available beginning August 8, 2026. Additionally, full-text links and PDFs for 

all Key and Additional References will be available directly within the exam platform while you take your 

assessment. 

Atypical Lobular Hyperplasia and Lobular Carcinoma In Situ of the Breast 

•  Bahl M. Management of high-risk breast lesions. Radiol Clin North Am. 2021;59(1):29-40. 

doi:10.1016/j.rcl.2020.08.005 

Axillary Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy and Lymphadenectomy 

•  de Boniface J, Filtenborg Tvedskov T, Ryd n L, et al. Omitting axillary dissection in breast cancer with 

sentinel-node metastases. N Engl J Med. 2024;390(13):1163-1175. doi:10.1056/NEJMoa2313487 

•  Gentilini OD, Botteri E, Sangalli C, et al. Sentinel lymph node biopsy vs no axillary surgery in patients 

with small breast cancer and negative results on ultrasonography of axillary lymph nodes: the SOUND 

randomized clinical trial. JAMA Oncol. 2023;9(11):1557-1564. doi:10.1001/jamaoncol.2023.3759 

•  Noguchi M, Inokuchi M, Yokoi-Noguchi M, Morioka E, Haba Y. Conservative axillary surgery is 

emerging in the surgical management of breast cancer. Breast Cancer. 2023;30(1):14-22. 

doi:10.1007/s12282-022-01409-2 

Benign Breast Disease - Fat Necrosis 

•  Majithia J, Haria P, Popat P, et al. Fat necrosis: a consultant's conundrum. Front Oncol. 

2023;12:926396. doi:10.3389/fonc.2022.926396 

• Genova R, Garza RF. Breast Fat Necrosis. In: StatPearls. StatPearls Publishing; 2023. 
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Benign Breast Disease – Gynecomastia 

•  Karamchandani MM, De La Cruz Ku G, Sokol BL, Chatterjee A, Homsy C. Management of 

gynecomastia and male benign diseases. Surg Clin North Am. 2022;102(6):989-1005. 

doi:10.1016/j.suc.2022.06.003 

• Hurwitz DJ, Davila AA. Contemporary management of gynecomastia. Clin Plast Surg. 2022;49(2):293-

305. doi:10.1016/j.cps.2021.12.003 

Benign Breast Inflammatory Disease - Mastitis and Abscess 

•  Blackmon MM, Nguyen H, Vadakekut ES, Mukherji P. Acute mastitis. In: StatPearls. StatPearls; 2024. 

Breast Biopsy with or without Needle Localization 

•  Schultek G, Gerber B, Hartmann S, et al. Clinical implications of clip migration after stereotactic-

assisted vacuum-assisted breast biopsies. Eur J Surg Oncol. 2025;51(10):110393. 

doi:10.1016/j.ejso.2025.110393 

Breast Cancer – Hereditary 

•  Pal T, Schon KR, Astiazaran-Symonds E, et al. Management of individuals with heterozygous 

germline pathogenic variants in ATM: a clinical practice resource of the American College of Medical 

Genetics and Genomics (ACMG). Genet Med. 2025;27(1):101243. doi:10.1016/j.gim.2024.101243 

•  Paluch-Shimon S, Cardoso F, Sessa C, et al. Prevention and screening in BRCA mutation carriers and 

other breast/ovarian hereditary cancer syndromes: ESMO clinical practice guidelines for cancer 

prevention and screening. Ann Oncol. 2016;27(suppl 5):v103-v110. doi:10.1093/annonc/mdw327 

Breast Cancer – Inflammatory 

•  Ueno NT, Espinosa Fernandez JR, Cristofanilli M, et al. International consensus on the clinical 

management of inflammatory breast cancer from the Morgan Welch Inflammatory Breast Cancer 

Research Program 10th Anniversary Conference. J Cancer. 2018;9(8):1437-1447. doi:10.7150/jca.23969 

• Jagsi R, Mason G, Overmoyer BA, et al. Inflammatory breast cancer defined: proposed common 

diagnostic criteria to guide treatment and research. Breast Cancer Res Treat. 2022;192(2):235-243. 

doi:10.1007/s10549-021-06434-x 
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27664246/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27664246/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5929089/
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Breast Cancer During Pregnancy and Lactation 

•  Balaya V, Bonsang-Kitzis H, Ngo C, et al. What about sentinel lymph node biopsy for early breast 

cancer during pregnancy?. J Gynecol Obstet Hum Reprod. 2018;47(5):205-207. 

doi:10.1016/j.jogoh.2018.03.003 

Breast Cancer - Invasive Carcinoma (Ductal, Lobular, All Variants) 

•  Corso G, Frassoni S, Girardi A, et al. Metaplastic breast cancer: prognostic and therapeutic 

considerations. J Surg Oncol. 2021;123(1):61-70. doi:10.1002/jso.26248 

• Kalinsky K, Barlow WE, Gralow JR, et al. 21-gene assay to inform chemotherapy benefit in node-positive 

breast cancer. N Engl J Med. 2021;385(25):2336-2347. doi:10.1056/NEJMoa2108873 

Breast Mass 

•  Kangas-Dick A, Ali M, Poss M, Khoury T, Takabe K. Diagnosis and management of desmoid 

fibromatosis of the breast. World J Oncol. 2024;15(3):394-404. doi:10.14740/wjon1844 

•  Schwartz D, Tracy ET, Naik-Mathuria B, et al. Management of pediatric breast masses for the 

pediatric surgeon: expert consensus recommendations from the APSA Cancer Committee. J Pediatr 

Surg. 2025;60(2):161916. doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2024.161916 

Ductal Carcinoma In Situ of the Breast 

•  Hwang ES, Hyslop T, Lynch T, et al. Active monitoring with or without endocrine therapy for low-risk 

ductal carcinoma in situ: the COMET randomized clinical trial. JAMA. 2025;333(11):972-980. 

doi:10.1001/jama.2024.26698 

•  Tomlinson-Hansen SE, Khan M, Cassaro S. Breast ductal carcinoma in situ. In: StatPearls. StatPearls 

Publishing; 2023. 

Mammographic Abnormalities 

•  Bui QM, Daniels LB. A review of the role of breast arterial calcification for cardiovascular risk 

stratification in women. Circulation. 2019;139(8):1094-1101. 

doi:10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.118.038092 

• Fathala A, Abunayyan D, Zeitouni L. Breast arterial calcification on a screening mammogram: a potential 

cardiovascular risk stratification tool in women. Rev Cardiovasc Med. 2024;26(1):25958. 

doi:10.31083/RCM25958 
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Mastectomy – Partial 

•  Moran MS, Schnitt SJ, Giuliano AE, et al. Society of Surgical Oncology-American Society for Radiation 

Oncology consensus guideline on margins for breast-conserving surgery with whole-breast irradiation 

in stages I and II invasive breast cancer. J Clin Oncol. 2014;32(14):1507-1515. 

doi:10.1200/JCO.2013.53.3935 

• Morrow M, Van Zee KJ, Solin LJ, et al. Society of Surgical Oncology-American Society for Radiation 

Oncology-American Society of Clinical Oncology consensus guideline on margins for breast-conserving 

surgery with whole-breast irradiation in ductal carcinoma in situ. J Clin Oncol. 2016;34(33):4040-4046. 

doi:10.1200/JCO.2016.68.3573 

Mastectomy - Total, Modified Radical, and Radical 

•  Goethals A, Menon G, Rose J. Mastectomy. In: StatPearls. StatPearls Publishing; 2024.  

• Galimberti V, Vicini E, Corso G, et al. Nipple-sparing and skin-sparing mastectomy: review of aims, 

oncological safety and contraindications. Breast. 2017;34 Suppl 1(Suppl 1):S82-S84. 

doi:10.1016/j.breast.2017.06.034 

• Plesca M, Bordea C, El Houcheimi B, Ichim E, Blidaru A. Evolution of radical mastectomy for breast 

cancer. J Med Life. 2016;9(2):183-186. 
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